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HER have been many Nay/es and Goades 
fharpened inthis Argument, by AZaflers of 

a the Afjemblies , if chere were but a fteady 

hand to drive them home,and faften them. 
The Lorp faften them by his ‘Spirit, in 


~~ 
WY, ipe the hearts of all whom they concerne, 
WSS of all before whom now lyes.an rtu- 
: nitie of killing and making alive, that yee 

is left 


doe not new put out that onely Coale that is left to us, (after all 

our fufferings and privations‘) our Chriftian Libertie, 
How have wee promiled our felves ( not in the feaft neg 

the Reafonablenefle of fuch an Expeétation ) that though wee 

eat the bread of affitian, and drink, the water of adverfitie, yet ovr cyes 

fee our Teachers, and they foou‘d no more be thruft into Corners ? 


And if this hope faile us, wee are of all men moft miferable. Had 
_ wee not becter, if wee had looked at our felves onely, and not at 


while wee had. fomething, to have betraken 


int me remote Hand ‘then after the lofie of all to | 


felves into { 


| 
| 


at haveit fet on the {core of 4 mercy and kindnes tous, tobe quiely  % 
difmift thither Wherein wee fhould findeit 
anal feele the workings of it.) no {mall aggravation of our Affi&tion, 

«| the Confideration of chofe from whofe fates we flee. If it were an 

_ _ Enemy, ( deare Friends and Brethren ) if it were the Bifhops do- 

Ieee ings, wee fhould not marvaile, we could better beare it ; but what, 

| ea | you,our Brethren, our Companions oncein the fame iron yoke 

and furnace of aftliftion,(the deareft Remembrance that can be) 

aa that bave ae and fafted tegether in Corners, that have {ate and wept — 

togetber by the Rivers of Babylon, remembring Sion ; and hanged our 

Harps upon the Willowes, bemoaning our felves oft to one another 3 __ 

and are the fame men ftill both for Religion toward God,and af- 

fe€tion toward you ! O tell it not in Gath, publifb rt not in Askelon, 
left the Philiftims rejoyce, and the daughter of the uncircum:ifed tri- 
- Let not Malignants heare of ic, Papifts and Atheifts, Neu- 

1 Proteftants, and hollow-hearted Profeffors : and oh that the 
thoufand yearés were begun that the Devill were fhut up too, ( who 
rather is let loofe now ) that there be not joyin hell for the divifi- 

ons ofthe Brethren ! But feemes it not reafonable to you (that , 

; which feemes fo reafonable to Chrift ) that we who have fuffered 
with you,fhould reigne with you,and that Comfort being reftored ~~ 
to Fernfalem, all her mourners {hould havea fhare in ic? Or are wee "i 
_ thofe vaflalls alone that now in this yeare of Jubilee, muft whether 
‘wee will or no, have our eares boared, when all other liberties are 
vindicated ? Isit for that wee have no Tertullus to plead our Caufe, 
or for that wee are few and peaceable, and you may ufe us how 
you lift? Sureit is not in you to make fo ill an ufe of our good 
_ Principles? However, be it knowne to you, omr Redeemer is ftrong, 
and though he be gone a long journey, yet he will come upon 
thote Frill fervants, that ( fecure through his delay ) fall a beating 
in ftead of feeding their fellow-fervants ; He will come in an bonre r 
when they are not aware, and look not for bim ;-as he did before your 
eyes upon the domineering generation of the Prelacy. The more 
you opprefie us, the more’ wee thall grow. Refraine from us there- 
- | fore, and let us alone ; for if this Counfell, or this work be of men, it will 
ae come to naught, but if it be of God, yee cannot overthrow it , left baply 
yee be fosnd againft God, Stand therefore to Gods arbitra- 
“Ment. If we build upon the crue foundation be 
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fire 


the day fball declare it for it foall be revealed by fire, and our woork fall 


be burnt, though wee fhallbefaved. 

Prejudice not your {elves further ( Brethten ) ox your, way: 
For God hath faid ; * There hall be no deftroying beaft in all bis holy 
Mountsine. The Beafts.of prey come from Mount Seir, not from 


| Mount Sion, Efsuwas rough,hairy,and lordly : F.2cob was fmooth, 


laine, and pleafant. Is ita forme agreeableto you; to be as that 


age in Nebuchadnezzars Vilion 5 That was dreadfull and terrtbley | 


having great iron teeth, devering and breaking in pieces, and in 

the with the fet ? Or will you not ride on 
becaufc of truth, and rightcoufneffe,and meekneffe? So fhould you carry 
the and of > but thofe. that are 
loft. we truited wee eene a ho beginning, that wee 
might have improved to a greater Expeftation ; when C belles 


former expreffe ents miniftred to usb nt pafla- 
ges ee note and obfervation with us in certain rations 
or Ordinances of Parliament, which need be, we are loath 


to repeat .) God had lately pat it into the heart of the Parliament, 
to confider the juft and mercifull accommodation of tender Con- 
{ciences. Which makes us the more amazed and aftonithed at the 
fuddéen prejudice wee feeme to have received in their affections, 
and the varied, yea, contrary afpe& both of Parliament and Af- 
fembly upon us, whoare no other then wee were before, and have 
continued in your feverall and refpective fervice and affiftance, 


with the fame faithfulnefle fince as ever : Wherein God hath been 


very mercifull unto us, ( whether it be rari rp tous or no, 
it muft be acknowledged by us to him ) that hath made us faich- 
full, and not one Inftance can be given of the contrary : * And wee 
Rs for peace, and there’s no good, and for she time of bealing,and bebold 

le; Yet weeare neither fo prophane nor defperate, as (with 


0 
tro 


)to fell our Birch-right fora mefle of pottage, nor our hopes. 


and Clemency, for the quiet of it, fora: 


in 
naught. Wee hope this remiflion and intermil- 


fion of thefe Counfels of peace | of us, thall but make 
them rebound the higher, and run the ftronger. And theretore 
wee ceafe not to pray for you, (moft juft pe hat God 
would hide repentance from your eyes ; that theLord that firrd 
up Cyrus Dari wm and Artaxerxes and wedg'd them in by his 
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fall Spirit would keep ‘this in the thought and purpofe of your 
heart, till you have brought ic to perfetion, Tr y there is a 


dreadfull opportuni before you of gladding the hearts of thou- 
fands, your kindnefle unto whom Chrift will put upon his own 


account ; a dreadfull opportunity, Ifay, ifeither omitted,or not | 
_ proportionably improved. Let it never be faid, yee did run well, 


who did hinder you? nay, who can hinder you, or who fhall 
harm you, if you be followers of that thatis good? There is no- 
thing (under Chrift) wanting to make us live quietly by one ano- 


ther, though of feveral] judgements, whileft wee agree in funda- 


mentals, but your word to bid us do fo. 
Is it not time for the Lords Harbengers and Trumpeters, to 
found the allarm to rhe great and dreadfull day of the Lord, and 


toapply your felves now to turn the heart of fathers to the children and 


of the children to the fathers, left the Lord come and {mite the earth with 


a curfe ? Nay,hath he not forely {mitten us,for not only the negle&, 
but the contempt of prefcription by a contrary practili seven 


fetting the Fathers, the nurling-fathers of the Church (thofe that 
fhould be fo) againft their children? And indeed excufe us,if when 


wee confider how faire wee were for a good iffue of the common 


croubles of late, when God gave us thofe many Occafions, and 
thofe folemne opportunities of praife and thank{giving when fome 
can fay (ifever) they found their heartsthen drawn forth in ear- 
neft fupplications and triumphant expectations of a {mooth fuc- 
ceffe ; andin ftead thereof, whacan unufuall return we had from 
the hand of God, contrary to the cenour of his former proceed- 
ings,beating back our hopes upon us? and when we compare this 
with former the like paflages of providence in the like jun ture of 
times ; (as thacill fuccefle that interrupted the Petition ready to be 


prefented atthe Common-Councel againftus ) and alfo compare 
 thefe with fome Scriptures, and Scripture examples, how God 


hath made 2 burthenfome ftone, Zech. 12. and how he 
hath formerly rebuked Kings for his ‘pa fakes, faying; Touch 


‘mot mine anointed, &c. and how hee brought 4rtaxerxes and his 


Realm under wrath for that caul, Ezr27. and confider how righ- 


teous this is, thatif the children fall our the father fhould make — 


the third; excufe us, Eiay, if wee can give no better account of 
thefe things but the Lords sealoul ie over his peoples liberties. 


_ Where- 


| 
| 
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Whecetorg, if picy will not move you, let equity at leaft con- 
ftrain you: * Let no man go beyond or defraud bis brother, faith the 
Apoftle. Have you taken of usa price? deny us not our commo- 
dity ; Chriit bought our liberties for us with hisblood, wee have — 
boughe them over again at your hands with our own blood, fhed 
‘not for our félves only, but for you alfo. Wee have fet you down, 
as it were, where you would be; wee have diflodged the Ca 
naanites before you, wee are neceflicated to pafle on further ; it 
were but your duty to march on beforeus, and give us quiet pof- 
feilion with you. Wee have fought, and adventured purfe and 
pe upon this expectation of Liberty, (not of another Religion, 
ut) of this Way of walking in your Religion ; as of the Liberty of 
the Religion ic felf,which weeyed in the firft place ; If nothing lefle 
was in your hearts, why did you not tell us fo? Nay, why hath 
the Aflembly born us in hand with fuch hopes and inumati- 
ons? Why have fuch Céntiderations been tendered to us, intima 
ting ; nay, almost afluring us, an after-liberty upon condition of 
a prefenc mode'ty in that junéture of time only. For whacelle is — 
the tenour of the 5“ Confideration, publifhed, Dec.23. 1643. in 
- |.» thefe words, That it is not to be doubted, but the Countels of 
the Alfembly, and the care of the Parliament will be, nononly _ 
to reform and fet up Religion throughout the Nation, but will 
concurre to preferve what ever {ball appearc to bethe RIGHTS of 
| particular CONGKE GATIONS, according to the Wi ord,and to 
Le are with fie bywhofe Confctences c.vinot in all things conform ta the pub= 
like Rut'e, fo far as the Word of God would have them born withall,which 
is al] that we defive. Whatdid you do with thofe terms, The Rights 
of particular Congregations ? and thefe contradiftinguilhed tothege> 
neral] Reformation and ferting up of Religion through the King> 
donte, if you did not {peak to our fenfe? But (you will fay ) *tis 
cautioned, What ever {ball appeare according to th: Word. To whom 
mean you ic fhould appeare? To your felves?. What promife were 
this ? To preferve what ever appeares to you, is notgrace,but debe 5 
and if this was your meaning,you might have faidmore properly, 
When ever thefe Rights fhontd appeareto yous and. actnding 
to the Word | you meant only, in your own interpretation, thar’s. 
not thank-worthy: what bait is held-ont tous therein, buca 
{erable collufion? Bur the latter part of che Conjfideradion is more: 


exprefle, 


| 
* 


* 


-exprefle, which promife a bearing with thofe whofe Confciences cannot 
in all things conform to the publike Rule. And what though it fol- 
"low, (0 far as the word of God would have them born withall? for that 
impliesa concellion, that the word would have them born withall ; 
otherwife, why do you bob our mouths with thefe Apples of i- 
berty and toleration, and condefcend to terms of the meafiye 
thereof, if no fuch thing in any degree be due unto us, or warran- 
tableby the Word? Why then do you give place to us fo much, 
as for an houre? and ifa toleration duly bounded be divine, then 
how have you indeavoured it? or why doyou not indeavour that 
degree? What jot or tittle of toleration have you yet brought 
_ farth, or do you give us hopes of in your proceeding hitherto? 
What things more terrible and more void and exclufive ofall. 
bearing and forbearing can you meditate yet, then Fines, Prifons, 
Exile, prohibiting the exercife of our Way and our A4iniftery, bat 
upon hard conditions ; which things we have too much caufe to 
feare and expect,as not much exceeding the rate and proportion of 
_fome prefent conclutions, and more menacing agitations. Judge 
now whether the performance of this Conlideration be not yet | 
wholly in arrere to us. 7 Wer 
And to minde you of fome other paflages; What do youin ; 
that earneit intreating Minifters and People (Confid. 6.) to for- | 
beare for aconvenienttime, the joyning themfelves into Church- 
focieties, untill they fee whether the right Rule will not be commended 
to them in an orderly way? I fay, what do you in this, but fet 
us at liberty atterwards? And why do you there beipeak usas — 
free-men it you made account (and it be in your power ) to make 
- us bond-men, or ufe us fo? And further, why doth the Aflembly 
Cin the 7° Confiderstion ) glance with that congratulatory re- 
upon theliberty to ferye God according to his Word, which 
- we injoy in this time, more then hath been at any time in England 
fince the beginning of the Reformation, if it be not a juft liber- 
ty? andificbejutt , why doth ic begin to becontrafted? at leaft 
fome part of that liberty wee have injoy’d? viz. preaching with- 
eut ordination, till wee can have it according to our con{ciences? 
And laftlysdo you not cherith as great a hope in us, as all that 
wee have ask’d, or fhall aske, comes to, in the laft Confideration ; 
- where you pawh your own hopes to cherifh ours, that weefhalHl 


| 
| 
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» 
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,. 


to be cur daty, 


never comé to for doing what f fhall ap 
Rite given Us ; where 


though not co-inciderit with hihe 
you nwuftmean what fhall apeare 


cannot feare we fhall ever fuffer by you for what a 


you | 


to be our di And how can you be comforters, of 1us 
fufferin; 


a8 you areinthe fequele of that Confideration, 
be not Forings for righteou{neffe ake and if they be, how. mi- 
ferable men are you, to be the authors of them? Or do you 
count it no fuffering for se the Minifters of this Way to be de- 


prived of their livelihood’ and to ferv 


their gifts,and their flocks depending on them bereft 


Pardon this repetition, it is not done to repro 
but timely to warn and remembef you. Pes 


Thef ver forward expreili 1- 
efe were not over forward expn ons only drop cau 


from fome more remiffe and 


you without your warrant (1 which you might iccredulit 

anus to reckon and injury to but io. 

deliberations an conclufions 

in the name me Soe all, not whi din, the eare, 

the world, an underftood it 

fenfe of the words and phrafes ¢ 

bait of timely and feafonable 

ty upon tie 

re but emp forms and pes, words, fill’'d with 


wind, condenfed bya y Conitexture, intoa 
and {pecious appedranee only, which is not to fj 
in Chrift, but tobe fromthe, fimplicity chat is 

Or your intention: ‘was reall, as indged ‘purpofing to gratifieand 
accommodate us after the Rule agreed upon fort the Kingdome ; 
and fo there was reality in your words, which is that alonethat 
honeft men will offer,and wife'men confider ; and if f0,this defign 
was either good or evill : If evill, then it might not be undertaken 


US a 


> 


forthe greateft good that could.come thereof ;,and whydoyou 


not retra& and repent publikely of fuch hopes in your Con- 
‘fiderations? But if it weregood sat, why is ic not purfixed ? 
Whether thefe docall upon you audibly, os your own words, 
5 promifes, 

| 


— 
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to be our duty ; for wee 


un for | 


> 
~ 


be 
« > 


Paranetick, 


Sated aniong’ all’) tipon you,” 


- 


promifes, inga 


ements, let. all indifferent men judge "ass 
our lives {pent for you cry aloud for love and mercy to be fhewed us — 


from you ; Thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth of the Oxe that treadeth 


out the corne: Hee that planteth a Vineyard, {hall eat of the fruit there- 
of. Doth God take care forOxen? would hee not have us diein — 
an Oxets debt? and is it meet and con s his children (whom > 


he can maintain without being beholding to the world) fhould 


hire out themfelves for nothing more then the common, when 
they fain would, but cannot live upon it?. God forbid all our | 
fhould’ be, that wee {hall be lafteaten, that when you 


aye done withthe more dangerousenemy, you fhould turn your 


hand tpon us; fhalf this foul blot of ingratitude lieupon you ? 
‘Will you bury all your fame and glorious achievements in 


horrid a pit? Will you {fo difappoint the expeftation of meek fouls, 


berties of the Kingdome, arid of the Proteftant Rel, 
~ lives of Brethren, Husbands, Friends loft in the 
and defencé? ‘How inacceflible foever fuch cries may be to your 


who hope for this, as an additional] recompence to the li- 


‘eares now throuh the multitude of your bufineffes and cumultu-- 


| of r prefent; yerfure there will bea dead 
‘the the wil 


~ conicletices. Good, my brethren, is your 


mic ‘tafe Hat You defire to createmoretrouble 
ng the negletted wutes of the dead (fa- 
o laid down their lives upon no 
others Liberty, ficit of the Kingdome, thenof the 
Gonfcience in the Proteftant Religion, that they nor you might be 


your felves, and b 
other condision, then Liberty 


infhvdin cither ; would it not fhame you, the cry of the widows 


. and orphanes of fuch perfons. Do you take away my liberty, re- 


{tore my husband whodied to purchafe it for you?, would ic not 
-feare you, fhould the Ghofts of thofe perfons that have died in 
_thisCaufe (thofe many hundted fouls, that while they lived, 

were laden with the reproach of their. confciences, but fufficient- 
fy vindicated the worthinefle of their {pirits by their doings and 
{6 freely, fo cheerfully undertaken I fay, fhould they 


come 


ion ) forthe 
lique feryice 


ndile will be heard; Thad rather fay, 
there will bed morning,when your’ eyes will be opened,and it mi! 
motrépent you, the Kindiefle you have Thewwed ed, and the violence you 


| 
| 
| | 
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_ ing themfelyes, from wives and children, almoft contrary to the 


— * 


for: Cbviftéan 


come to your bed-fides and cry, Give us our lives againe ; we laid 
them downe for your liberty, performe the like for us; or beare 
the guilt of ingratitude, and injuftice? O; fhould, they but tell you 
the lamentable Stories of cheir warfare, what affections of deareft 
Relations they confli&ted withall, and were faine to. defpife and 
over-rule with an high hand in cheir firft ingagements, even tear: 


Apofiles Rule, and far exceeding the highelt difpenfation tor the 
moft abfolute feryice of prayer fofing:And what hardip chey 
endured of and cold, an ings, and wearine(le: 
What wounds have fuftain’'d, what ftreames.of bloud they 
have loft, what agonies they have been in , and how they have 
borne downe with a high hand all ftaring. doubts: and. feares, 
left they Thould not fow, a confiderable advantage unto them- 
felvesin chofe adventures, and whether or no they fhould indeed 
water a crop of ingenuous ( nay Chriftian ) liberty to you and 
themfelves , or their pofteritie at leaft. with their bloud : Should 
they tell you, how they have undertaken to their owne mifgiving 
hearts anc cautelous {pirits , that their labour fhould.not be in 
‘vaine, that they fhould not lofe their lives for naught, they did 
not ferve fuch Mafters: No, they were confident axother Pharaoh 
arife, before Fofeph fhould be forgotten : Should they -but tell 
you, how their Faith did put in bayleto their Reafon, and how. 
this comforted them in all cheiranguifh, and. it made their fare- 
well out of this life fweet;and twas the laft profpe& or Landskip 
of this land chat they faw, they beheld it as the habitation. of righ- 
teoufnelfe, the faithfieH Citie. Should they tell you, how ambisious 
ng were of wounds, how prodigall of their bloud, how'dehirous 
todye, that by their death they might make a feait of /ibertie to 
the Brethren in this particular. And fhould chey trom thence 
fall co this Expoftulation ; Shall wee dye for you, and mult not 
our fiends /ive with you,who are of the fame religion with you? 
Did you fend us out to 
you flay part of us in the field with the {word of the Enemy, that 
you might the eafier fuppreffe the refidue at home? Do you count: 
and to ftop the mouthes of 


us no better then to be fwords-meat, : 
Canons? O Earth, cover shou not over blow, the Lord behold it and re- 


quire it. Should fuch a din fill ror eares fleeping and waking, 


what 


be cut off, andto make a hand ofus? Did . - Hie ie 


9 4 
4 


«Mullis obferva um.c> falta pene fide renuaciaren', ci guaft tota moles intantam macnitudinemyex 


what fruit would of 

efie& your purpofes, tupprefle our Way’, and caft forth 
bloud into the treafury? Would’ you have‘dny to roaft what 
youbad gor by fach bunting? Would not your ftomacks naufeate and 
eure againe atthe raw and bloudy cruelty of the game? Take up, 
Oh take up betinves, you nor tht it will be bitterneffe in the 


on? Are you the onely: rightful! Inhabitants of this good Coun- 
trey? And is there not a‘curfedenotnced againtt thofe Lay hox'e 
‘and land they may devel alone Doe you ttand 
inno more need of us,or have wee b | 
the Cunzanites to help you tomafter the Lyons, & che wild Beats, 
chat they prevailenot amuinftyou? 


>’ 


 Brechren, I would God there were no’ Divifions-among as 
withie under che Heaven, and niy hearts defire 
one 
to be expected here 
(av leaft till chofe Halcyon dayes come ) while we know but in part ? 
Mut we never be of one heart, till we be of one way? Then belike 


and prayer for England'is, thatchey were of ‘one*heart, and 
way : Burcis that upon. any Scr 


-thofe Exhortations to love, and peice, ind Chriflian forbearance of one 
another , and not to judge, but to heepthe wnitie of the Spirit, are not 
vilions which the 2 ae faw for thefe dayes. The time i not yer, 
asthe Fenes faid, Hag. 2. But the Lord may anfwer us ashe an- 
{wered them ; Is it time for you,O yee to dwellin your feiled boufesye ? 

(a) Quodf Sois ietime for (*) to agree and make your conamon engage 
{quame Levi- ment againft any of the Lambes of Chrift,the ground of a renew- 


athax ita 


ed friendfhip ? Is it a time for Papifts, Acheifts, loofe and carnal] 


opere textil; denfate,quafi loricatus incedat Satan C atapbraflus quod de fa dere concordie 


quo Malignantis Eccitfiea membraficomplxa muniugt & circumvallant;E legantisfime Lutberus 
wire Cur ummane quantis bient, obfecro, univerfe fabrice minitantes ynbient g, 
quali vafto fadog. ridty fe devoraturi vivilapedes vere Temple collocati? Prafertim cum 


merig, lapidesin veteriTemplo tam tant um fine deforms Cuatrice vulner is, Cd 


erfine fubtilisfime furure nozis,moculat: viferentur imponcrent oculo (p ator is quod 4 non- 


migtnti lapicle, tam magnifica conlurgerct, Says our Stoughton in his Felicitasultimi fecu- 


proceedings ? Should 
piit the price'of 


ter end? Ave wenot Brethren? Did not 
the fame hand make us, that made you? ‘Andis there notone Fa-_ 
ther ofus both? One Lord, one Faich, ‘one Baptifme, onc Religi- 


been reprieved nowsonely 


Proceftants 


| 
‘ 
| | 
| 
Libs 
| 


far Chriftian Libertie. 


but he the time, and acknowledge their foveraigntie_) as good 


the world, profefle to feek the truth in love. Is all truth among — 


one fort of men ? Hath not Chrift rendred his members all in a 
mutuall need of one another? * Is your way the fulneff[e of him thar 
fills all in all Can your refufe-Brethren in Conference and Com- 
munication ‘6f {pirieuall gifts, adde nothing to you? Is there not 
moft, oft-cimes, in things thatare moftdefpifed? I 
Would Chrift have fuch defperate Experiments praGtifed upo 
his members, to &i// them, if you cannot cure them of their lefler 
errours ; to fine them, prifon them, banifh them, which to fome 
erfons and eftates,is little moremercy then to knock themon the 
read? Doth not nature teach to bearewith a blain orblemifh, ra- 
therthen'to deftroy the body? Is Chrift fo put to it, quite out of 
hope? May they not be gained hereafter? Are their opinions dam- 
nable, eicher in themfelves,or proper confequences? Are they not 
further ingaged to perfift in their wayes good or bad, by fuffering 
for fisch things fo deeply , and is not the biidge of retraCtation 


drawne up thereby ? | 
Confider thefe things, and take heed what you doe unto thefe 


men; the Lord hath made Feru{z/ema burdenfome ftone,that hall 


crubh all that attempt to removeher. If our Way be of God, you 
cannot overthrow it ; You may fhew your felves fighters againft 
God, and get the reward of fuch, and that’s all. Take heed of 
walking contrary unto God, of cafting fhame on thofe, on whom 
he hath reflefted fuch eminent honour , both in the Army and o- 
therwife: For Laske you, By whom hath God more ast us 


* Which cloft 
Conjun@ion 
& Cemcnting 
is made onely 
by love. Men 
may be of the 
fame judge- 
mene, yer fit 

very loofe fr6 

One another. 
Heads touch 
like 2 Globes 
but in pando. 
Hearts joyne 
in- plano, and 
make an in- 
corporation | 

of into 
orher,. 


Proteftancs and Malignants to agree, laying afide their particular 
interefts; Opinions, and differences ? Is it a time for French, and 
Spaniards, and Danes, and Walloones, and Lrifh Rebells toagreeand | 
make a confederacy with our homeborne Vipers againft the truth? 
And is it not a time'for us to agree for che truth? Is \it a time for 
godly able men, that have in a great part renounced the hidden 
things of Antichriftian darknes,co agree with ignorant fuperftiti- 
ous Ceremony-mongers, ( that are devoted {till to a Common- 
Prayer-Booke, and petition for a Captain to lead them back into _- 
Jhriltians and able Miniiters, to make their party And 
is it not a time to agree with thofe chat denying themfelves, and | 
| 


2 Who have thewed. themfelves more valiant in fight? 
who have oftner putto flight the Armies of the Aliens in the North, 


and eli-where, but chofe men thatin the end fhall be put to flight — 


themfelves, if fome may have their will? The favord of the Lord, and 
defpifed Gideon, hath faved this Nation ; Saul bath flaine bie thou- 
fands, and David bis ten thoufands. Let no man envy. God will be 
acknowledged in his Inftruments, as well as in his Attributes. 
‘Take heed of refifting the Holy Ghoft; for that mighty works have been 
done by thefeanen, you cannot deny: their powerin prayer,their anit 
doctrine, their exemplary burning converfation, though wee wi 
not paint the blemifhes of any of chem. But manum de tabula, I 
have offer’d my candle;it isin the Lord to proportion the fucceffe: 
To fome it may be a word in feafon: toothers perhaps it will be 
{nare and a flone of fimmbling. 
Tandem vincet veritas, Truth fhall overcome I verily beleeve a 
expet. The littl: Stone cut out of the Mountaine without bands, 
irrefiftibly grow, and fill the whole earth : and every plane that the 
| Heavenly Father bath not planted, pnt t Men may root out 
_ themfelves by perfecution, as the Prelates have done ; but chey 
thallnever rootupthe truth. 
_ Chriltian friends and Brethren , if the truth be on your fide, 
confide to your Caufe ; ceafe from force and violence, that you 
refle& not difparagement upon it. i, hel 
I would end, as I began, in the {pirit of love and meeknefle ; 
Confider your calling Bretbren, tht you are called unto peace ; and take 
our Lord Jefus Chrift for an example, who th he was Lord 


of all, yet became a fervant unto all. He was er above his 


Difciples in knowledge and underftanding, then the wifeft amon 
us above the &mpleft Infant ; yet he difdain’d them not, comiead 
them not, upbraided them not, punifhe them not, taught chem as 


they were able to beare ; after his refurre&ion comes to them al- 


wayes with this falutation, Pesce be wito you 3 and fince his afcenti- 
on, every Epiitle brings commendations of grace and peace. Confi- 
der of what a fpirit yee are, and ought to — » a Dove-like fpi- 
rit, and oh that the veice of this Turtle were beard in our Land | 


Were not the nature of my difcourfe indifferent and generall,. 


_ L might fay fomewhat, which might not onely induce liberty, (as 


tor every way not fcandalons ) but alfo beget a good opinion of 


the 


4 
* 


q 
r2 A Parenetich, 
£2 
| 
i 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| | 
| 


__ then they praltife, and they dare nor fay a Confederacy with any meancs, 


wholly applyes it felfe tothe glory of t 
ing abfaluteh 


, them ; acknowled ed, coun 


| for Chrifttan Liberty. 
| 


~ 
| I 3 | 


focietie grow up freely unto it; alt freely in it to mutuall com> 
fort and edification ; they meddle with: their oven things,and are not bufic 
with others, without itie from Chrift : They até ready to advife, 
and be advifed upom every fulliall and needfull occafion :' They ‘count 


uall, yet they al- 
fubftance : They are 
Chrifts and leffe 


men Thoug, 
count themfelves debters to the Cherches and members of Chrift 
They will doe what good t to rettifie the miftakts oforhers that sre 
not of them, but knove no remedflgut patience, if the truth fall not mpor 
all mens apprebenfions : They {aynot mare might not be done or devifed to 
they fay they have Commiffion for no morc 


with wbich the Lord hath mos Confederacy by bis Inftitution : The, 
boaft not in their Way, as approvihg it felfe tv blond, but ara 


pray of faith , juftified omely of the Childgen of Wifdome , that have 


learnt to put off their ovne underftaniing and flefbly dependanie in the 
things f God. and to lay the weight of alle ah. ie bath given his 
Word for it. Laftly, They will Ordinances with any 
true Church of Chrift, that walks up to their tight, 

to receive whatfoever more {hall be fhewed them. 

take this Wa, and @onipare it wich any otlier,wilely,{pi- 
ritually and impartially , according to that * Rule given by our 
Saviour; and wee will ftand to the iflue and arbicrament of it. 
Let that Way which rafes the foundation fps glory , and 


y on him fot'a Word, either exprefleor els by gonfe- 
quence,to every thing, and a bleffing on every thing they und@trake 
or doe, refolving all into his care of them , and. prefence amOng 
asthe Way and: of God, having rer 

And let that Way which negle&ting or denying Chrifts fuffici- 


ency of rule and dire&tiun, and the promife of his grace and pro- 
_te&tion, apply themfelves roman, to fupply them with precepts, 


tudes, 


and fupport them with the flefhly arme of numbers and multi- 


andfhews areadines 


ry hang-— 


the Congregational way in fpectall: I will fay but this (#)Themem- The Congr 
‘ders of this 


gationall way 
charaGeri- 
70d. 


not themfelves perfett, but fland ready to receive further light; yeaythough — 
from the meaneft of the Brethren : They afpire to be 
many graines to other Churches, fo they have 
no atherwife Independent, but us they depend more 
firft and immediate regards be togheir own, yet 
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| queftion, but all that are\godly could: nio#t hhedttily doc, asfome 
of you have expreft in termies upon ferions cbhfideration of 
for what is there to offend:you, but a further degree of pu- 
| ritie aymed: at in the body, the dwerth 
| and others in eleeve it will not 
ceafe illic come tothis Way >with grant was the Primitive 
| | way, and is the pureft, and the J fpr vay is‘but a ftep there~ | 
to,and will reft here as ita.cen @ €nd in this as its perfedti- 
on. For our partss wee! nnerly allthis while, and 
| us remaine yet fo many, chat 
fo importatitsthat we cannot peald coyou oras he 
well, Amict& Plate, Amici Ari fed magus ‘amica veritas. 


om 


| DAM STEVART. 


Whereunto is added, 


ches of France, Switzerland, Geneva, ec. 


demne them with an unanimous confent, 


Publifhedby Davin Steuart, 


|The Iudgement of the Reformed Chur- 


'|Concerning INDEPENDANTS, who con- 


* 


| 


Brethren.| 


EZRA 4.1,253. 


haddon king of Affur, which brought us up hither. 


of Ifracl. XEN 


The Adverfaries of fudah came to Zerubbabel, andto the chiefe of the 
fathers, and faid unto them: Let ws build with you, for we feck 
your God,as ye doand We do facrifice unto him fince the dayes of Efar- 


But Zerubbabel, and fefina,and the rcft of the chief of the fathers of 1/- 
racl, (aid unto them, You have nothing to do with us,to build an houfe 


God, but We elves te gether Will build unto the Lord God 
7 | | 
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